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 1                       (Whereupon, the proceedings

 2                       commenced at approximately 11:00

 3                       a.m.)

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.  I hereby call the

 5   meeting to order.

 6             And we'll welcome the reports from the Supervisor

 7   of the Board of Elections, Mr. Seminara.

 8             MR. SEMINARA:  Good morning, Commissioners.

 9             As of March 13th, the absentee total is 130 for

10   the week, alternative 48, military 2 and civilian overseas

11   is 16.  That brings our total to 793.  And that brings our

12   grand total to 4,222.

13             I did contact, this week, the Department of State

14   to find out if there is any State referendums.  There are

15   none.

16             I did -- my contact person at the Department of

17   State did tell me that there is a possible -- he never wants

18   to say never, so, just so we know that he feels that way.

19             Over the weekend me and my people put 3800

20   military applications -- military ballots in the mail.

21             They were -- they were taken to the post office,

22   and we are up to date with that.

23             I have a contact number for the Department of

24   State which some people know and some people do not know.  I
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 1   would like to put that on the record.  That is 717-787-5280.

 2             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I'll repeat that.  That's

 3   717-787-5280.

 4             MR. SEMINARA:  And that contact number basically

 5   gets you candidate lists, nominated petitions, objection

 6   lists and all the information that you need for the special

 7   elections.

 8             And that concludes my report.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

10             So, just for clarity.  So what we learn from the

11   Department of the State about ballot questions, they said it

12   seems very unlikely, however, they are not willing to say

13   for sure?

14             MR. SEMINARA:  Ninety-nine point ninety-nine.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Ninety-nine point ninety-nine

16   percent sure --

17             MR. SEMINARA:  Yes.

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- that there will be --

19             MR. SEMINARA:  There will be no --



20             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- no ballot questions from

21   the State.

22             MR. SEMINARA:  Yes.  That's correct.

23             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

24             MR. SEMINARA:  You're welcome.
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Day.

 2             MR. DAY:  Right now, today, we started putting on

 3   the opening polls and seals on the padlock there.  And we're

 4   going to have that done by Friday with all the numbers

 5   recorded.

 6             We're also working on the batteries.  We got about

 7   950 batteries in the last two weeks.  So we got 700 of them

 8   in so far.  We're supposed to get another -- between 400 and

 9   500 batteries on Friday, so we'll try to get as many as we

10   can in before we got to really get down to doing what we

11   have to do for the election, so...

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  All right.  Thank you.

13             Miss Murchison.

14             MS. MURCHISON:  Good morning, Commissioners.

15             We did double schools last week, Bartram High

16   School.  Our total attendance is 92.  And we have Frankford

17   High School, our total attendance was 157.  That is about

18   the same from last election.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

20             And a follow-up question.  Do you usually get more

21   people in a Presidential Election Year showing up for

22   training, or the training turnout is pretty much the same?

23             MS. MURCHISON:  If it's a busy race in the city,

24   the turnout is more.  But since this is a dead election,
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 1   really, this is a low turnout.

 2             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

 3             MS. MURCHISON:  You're welcome.

 4             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Dowling is in Harrisburg

 5   --

 6             MR. IRVING:  Yes.

 7             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- on business.

 8             MR. IRVING:  Yes.  The petition challenge case

 9   hearings, so he left me a copy of his report, which I

10   submitted the numbers for registration to the three

11   Commissioners, which you can see, our current number is up

12   to 14,837 paper documents.  Out of that, he's mailed out 430

13   that were rejected because of missing information.

14             And at this time of year now, instead of sending

15   them the missing information letter we just go ahead and

16   reject them and send them a letter so they have time to

17   resubmit them back to us.

18             Out of those applications, we received 107 of

19   those -- excuse me, 187 of those are actual Affidavits which

20   should be going to other counties.  We mailed those to the

21   proper counties.

22             His bilingual interpretation, he's mailed out

23   letters to the ward leaders, both Democratic and

24   Republicans.  I think he mailed those on the 12th and the



0007

 1   13th.  He's expecting those to be returned by the 26th of

 2   March.

 3             The responses from the notices and the phone calls

 4   that were made are starting to bring in more and more

 5   interpreters.  We're going to forward you a list.

 6             And I talked to Jorge Santana in your office, and

 7   I'm going to e-mail him a copy as we update the listing for

 8   people who want to be interpreters.

 9             There is a campaign financing reporting date,

10   which is Tuesday, the 6th of April.  It is the pre-primary

11   report period --

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Is it --

13             MR. IRVING:  -- which we get --

14             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I'm sorry.  That's the end of

15   the period?

16             MR. IRVING:  Yes.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And the --

18             MR. IRVING:  It began on January 1st, and it goes

19   up to and including March 5th.

20             It's required to be filed by 5 p.m. on the 13th of

21   March.

22             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I'm sorry.  I am confused.

23             MR. IRVING:  Oh, I am, too, with his writing.

24   Excuse me for one second.
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 1             The 2012 Six Tuesday Primary Reporting period,

 2   which began on January 1st, 2012, and up to and including

 3   March 5th, 2012, for all state-wide candidates are required

 4   to be filed by March 13th, at 5 p.m.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Which was yesterday.

 6             MR. IRVING:  Yes.

 7             And I don't have a number or how many people did

 8   file or who's not compliant as of yet.

 9             And that concludes Mr. Dowling's report.

10             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

11             MR. IRVING:  You're welcome.

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Lynch.

13             MR. LYNCH:  Good morning, everyone.

14             Right now as far as the election activity goes,

15   we're still marking up our material.

16             We have about eight Democratic Wards submitted

17   Watcher Certificates and one Republican Ward.

18             So we have the certificates, and we need people to

19   get those in as soon as possible.  And we will -- someone

20   will be here until 5:00 every night until after the

21   election.

22             Also, Joyce Rolle and myself are checking the --

23   we're doing proofreading, because Bob Passiore is -- he's

24   entering the candidates from an unofficial list he got from
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 1   Harrisburg.  And he's also doing -- entering the 93 splits

 2   for this upcoming election.  So all that.

 3             Once he does all of that he does a printout and we

 4   proof it, proofread it, okay.



 5             As far as the upgrade goes, we're still waiting on

 6   TLS lines to be installed at -- here at 520 North Delaware

 7   Avenue and 4700 Wissahickon Avenue.  And the Internet

 8   circuits from Cavalier, we're waiting for that, also, to

 9   be -- I called Noam Kugelmass, our deputy --

10             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.

11             MR. LYNCH:  -- and he's working on seeing if we

12   can expedite that and have that done.

13             And we're also waiting for some anti-virus

14   software.

15             But, we're -- I mean, we're doing what we can.

16   We've been doing a lot of -- we're doing a lot of work.  So

17   we got through the first milestone.  So we're pushing

18   forward, okay.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

20             Mr. Kugelmass, do you have anything to add about

21   the Cavalier, the work that we need from Cavalier?

22             MR. KUGELMASS:  Only that the office of

23   Information Technology and Finance and Procurement

24   Departments are in the final stages of approving the
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 1   necessary paperwork to authorize Cavalier to perform the

 2   work.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

 4             Okay.  Mr. Ferris.

 5             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Good morning, Commissioners.

 6             We are continuing our work to secure polling

 7   places for anything that has refused.

 8             We're also finishing -- getting letters prepared

 9   for the board workers notifying them what they have to do on

10   Election Day for accessibility modifications.

11             We have 21 polling place change hearings set up

12   for next Wednesday.  They will be held here in this

13   courtroom after the regular 11:00 meeting, that will begin

14   at 12 noon.

15             And those letters have been delivered to the ward

16   leaders, and the signs are being posted in the neighborhoods

17   today, and we'll have them finished by tomorrow morning with

18   the signs.

19             We do have three polling places that are still

20   under advisement.

21             The 1st Ward; 19th Division, the committee person

22   and judge of elections had a meeting last night with someone

23   in the neighborhood that has an accessible building.

24             I'm still waiting for a call back from her today
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 1   to decide whether or not we can use that building.

 2             So, one way or another we'll be able to make a

 3   decision on that by next Wednesday.

 4             The other two that are still under advisement are

 5   in the 33rd Ward; 33;17 and 18.  And they're still under

 6   advisement, and we're waiting for -- I believe you're

 7   waiting for more information before you make your decision

 8   on that one.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.  I'm waiting for



10   information from the police department on the safety,

11   because the issue was the safety of crossing -- asking

12   voters to cross Kensington Avenue.

13             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The other one that was under

14   advisement last week was in the 13th Ward; 14th Division.

15             And after the meeting the Commissioner came down

16   and spoke to the ward leader and her concerns about lighting

17   in the back of the school after we had shown you pictures

18   that they had installed new lighting, and you basically

19   approved the move.

20             The ward leader called back again and asked that

21   we revisit the site because of where the people have to

22   travel down an alley behind the school with a fence.  And

23   there is an alley where it's further down from where the

24   lighting is and it could be a problem.
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 1             So she had suggested an alternative location, and

 2   we did go out, inspect the alternative location, which is

 3   handicapped accessible.

 4             So, she would ask that you move the polling place

 5   to that alternative location, which is the Christ-Like

 6   Restoration Church at 4153 Germantown Avenue.

 7             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.  We'll take that

 8   under advisement.

 9             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

10             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Actually, we will approve it.

11                       (Whereupon, a document was

12                       signed by the Commissioners.)

13             MR. FERRIS:  And that is all I have for this week.

14             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you, Mr. Ferris.

15             And Mr. Irving.

16             MR. IRVING:  Good morning, again, Commissioners.

17             Currently the data unit is processing paper Voter

18   Registration Affidavits, which include the dates of

19   March 12th and 13th.

20             Our electronic forms, once again Harrisburg had a

21   glitch last week in their transmission, so they're slightly

22   behind.  And I believe those dates will cover from the 9th,

23   up until the 13th.  We should have those all entered by the

24   end of today's shift, okay.
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 1             We currently still have eight days of hearings

 2   left to cover for petition challenges, challenges to

 3   nomination petitions.  They're going on here in Philadelphia

 4   and in Harrisburg.

 5             We had a busy schedule this week where we had to

 6   ship people up to Harrisburg every day.  And we still have

 7   them going tomorrow and Friday as well, as well as having

 8   cases here at the Widener Building.

 9             Most of them are getting resolved pretty quick,

10   though.

11             Currently, we have about three candidates -- or

12   campaigns who are in the office currently doing work on

13   their -- trying to see who they can eliminate before they go

14   in front of the judge.



15             We have been contacted about two attorneys who are

16   going to bring groups in on Saturday to resolve issues

17   before they go to court next week.

18             Absentee ballots applications, we're currently up

19   to date.  And I probably have about 150 left, which are

20   being processed and sent up to the county board so that they

21   can mail those out.

22             And that's about it.

23             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.

24             The next item on the agenda is discussion of the
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 1   latest status of HB 934, the bill that would require photo

 2   ID to be shown by every voter at every election at the

 3   polls.

 4             And, Mr. Voigt, do you want to bring us up to

 5   date?

 6             MR. VOIGT:  There is really not a lot to say other

 7   than the fact that we are now in the third day of

 8   deliberation on the part of the House.  It passed the

 9   Senate.

10             I would suspect that it will pass today, but I

11   thought that it would pass yesterday, and they deferred a

12   vote.

13             But the governor has said that he will sign it.

14             And, of course, we will be guided by whatever the

15   law requires.

16             We anticipate that it will be litigated, though we

17   have no idea in what jurisdiction or what form.

18             But we are advised that there are a number of

19   state-wide organizations that intend to challenge the

20   statute as soon as it goes into effect.

21             Again, that could be as early as today.

22             But we are prepared to do whatever the law and the

23   courts require.

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And do you expect, Mr. Voigt,
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 1   that we will take action to start implementing the law

 2   immediately upon its passing, or is there something else

 3   that has to happen first?

 4             MR. VOIGT:  Well -- no.  We'll take -- we'll do

 5   whatever is necessary to implement the statute in the

 6   absence of injunctive relief.

 7             Of course if the matter isn't joined, we'll abide

 8   by whatever the court orders, whichever court it is.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  And in terms of specifics as

10   to what -- what the absentee ballots will need to look like

11   and specifics as to what our poll books will need to look

12   like, will we wait for a directive from the secretary of the

13   state?

14             MR. VOIGT:  We are bound -- the statute requires

15   that all of that information, all of the forms, all of the

16   information that we will be supplying to the judges of

17   elections and to the general public will be transmitted to

18   us and to every other county by the secretary's office.

19             The secretary is obligated, under the statute, to



20   formulate the specific language of all of the directive that

21   are to be supplied, and the first instance to the counties,

22   and through the counties to election boards and to the

23   general public.

24             And unless and until we receive that information,
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 1   we are -- our hands are tied.  We can't do anything.

 2             But as soon as we are in receipt of that

 3   information, we, of course, will abide by those directives

 4   unless and until we are directed otherwise by a court of

 5   competent jurisdiction.

 6             In the absence of a directive, we'll move forward

 7   as we will be required to by the statute.

 8             The current reading of that statue is a phase in.

 9             That is, that it will not apply in absolute terms

10   to this election.

11             It will, in fact, apply directly to the November

12   Election.

13             But, again, it hasn't been adopted as yet, and

14   there's a mile to go before we are in -- in a position to

15   execute on that statute.

16             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

17             Okay.  So that concludes the agenda that we had

18   planned for this meeting except for the period of public

19   comment and questions.

20             And I would ask that if there are comments and

21   questions on HB34, we hear those first.

22             Are there any comments or questions on HB 934?

23                       (Whereupon, there was no

24                       response.)
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Then I would like to open the

 2   floor to any comments or questions.  And we have a sign-in

 3   sheet, and we would ask -- did we ask everyone who is

 4   speaking to sign in?

 5             MR. VOIGT:  Yes.

 6             If you haven't signed in, please do.  We're going

 7   to call -- who is the first one?

 8             MR. LYNCH:  The first one is Donna Aument from the

 9   33rd Ward.

10             MR. VOIGT:  Would you come forward, please?

11             State your name for the record.

12             MS. AUMENT:  Donna Aument, A-U-M-E-N-T, 33rd Ward,

13   Democrat Ward Leader.

14             MR. VOIGT:  Proceed.

15             MS. AUMENT:  Okay.  Last week I came before you,

16   ladies and gentlemen, about moving my polling places.

17             I tried to explain to you how the average person

18   is being disenfranchised because, it is not a rich

19   neighborhood, they don't have cars, they have to walk.

20             If you are 65 years old or older, this Board or

21   previous Board has already made arrangements for people with

22   disabilities by them -- allowing them to get an absentee,

23   get a permanent absentee.

24             But asking some people to walk four extra blocks
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 1   or five extra blocks, they're not going to come.  They're

 2   just not going to come to vote.  They're being

 3   disenfranchised.

 4             I'm not against the Americans With Disability Act,

 5   but I am against disenfranchising more people than you are

 6   helping.

 7             Now, in every other court when a judge makes a

 8   decision, you have a right of reconsideration.

 9             I don't know how that works with this Board,

10   because there is no form to fill out.

11             But I do know that I have a letter here from the

12   head of the community group that I will submit up for you to

13   read.  It was just faxed here.  And she brought it to the

14   community last week.

15             And the community is saying, that they're not

16   coming out to vote because the Commissioners Office don't

17   care if they vote.  They're moving them all over the place.

18             Now, I understand that's not your feeling, but you

19   have to understand that's the feeling of the people who live

20   in the neighborhood.

21             Why are we being moved?

22             We're already three blocks out of our division.

23   So you're taking us another five, which is eight blocks.

24   And you're taking us to some place they are not actually
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 1   familiar with.

 2             And this weekend there was a shooting in the same

 3   parking lot that is adjacent to one polling place, where the

 4   man drove himself four blocks away and died at Kensington

 5   and Tioga.

 6             So that's another reason they're not going there.

 7             There's been one polling sign put up at K and A.

 8             None of the polling guys who put the signs up have

 9   rode up and down every street.  You got to do E Street, G

10   Street, F Street, Ontario, Tioga, Venango, Indiana,

11   Kensington Avenue.

12             There is one sign at K and A.

13             If your guys are a little afraid to ride through

14   the neighborhood, how do you think the people feel?

15             So, I'm saying, that I think you are -- the

16   federal government is wrong.  They're disenfranchising the

17   everyday voter.

18             The Board that sat there previous to you

19   (indicating) and to you (indicating), the Board that is

20   there now has made arrangements for anybody who is

21   handicapped.  They may get an absentee ballot.  Our

22   servicemen do it.

23             You just sat here and gave us the stats for every

24   servicemen who wants to vote, can do an absentee.  Why can't
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 1   somebody who is handicapped?

 2             Handicapped children go into those buildings.

 3             I just think you're disenfranchising a lot of

 4   people.



 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you very much for the

 6   concern.

 7             This -- I don't believe that you raised the safety

 8   issue in our previous hearing.  And -- you raised it for two

 9   polling places which, in fact, we have not made a decision

10   on because we're looking into the safety issue.

11             For this one, because we have agreed to it, the

12   next step for you would be to make a Complaint to the

13   Commonwealth Court -- sorry --

14             MR. VOIGT:  Common Pleas Court.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- Common Pleas Court.  And

16   that is the option for you and your community groups.

17             I would like to ask you, given that the polling

18   place must move, unless you make such an appeal and it's

19   successful, what can we do to help the voters in your

20   district given that the polling place is going to move; what

21   can we do?

22             MS. AUMENT:  Why -- why couldn't you set something

23   up in the schoolyard, trailers or something for them to vote

24   out of instead of moving them?
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  We do not have a system in

 2   place to set up trailers.

 3             Is there anything that we can do given that the

 4   polling place is going to be where it was decided at the

 5   hearing?  Is there anything that we can do or advocate for

 6   in the rest of the city to make it easier for your people to

 7   vote?

 8             MS. AUMENT:  No.  You're just going to lose them.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  I mean, if we found --

10             MS. AUMENT:  You're just going to lose them as

11   voters.

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  If we found -- and, so,

13   there's no -- in your eye there is no -- there's nothing

14   that could be done to help?

15             MS. AUMENT:  That's an old neighborhood.  They're

16   old schools.  I'm sure it's the same way in North Philly

17   where I came from.

18             The schools are built in the 19th Century.  There

19   was no handicapped accessibility problem at that time.

20             You're not going to repair the schools, and you're

21   not going to make a ramp in the school.

22             If you want to take one of the doors and make a

23   ramp.  But even that's not going to work because you don't

24   have the time to do it.
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 1             That's why we had asked at the last hearing that

 2   you just wait until November.  Maybe we can look some more.

 3             I mean, we have corner stores, we have churches

 4   and we have playgrounds.  That's it.  There's nobody

 5   building anything new in my neighborhood.  I wish there was.

 6   I've asked for schools, and then they would be handicapped

 7   accessible.

 8             But since we're not getting anything built and you

 9   can't correct what's there, you're, kind of, like, leaving



10   the people out in the rain, so to say.

11             I mean, they -- they voted out of these places for

12   a hundred years, and now all of a sudden they're being

13   disenfranchised.  There's no other way to say it.

14             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  If you don't mind.

15             The solicitor's office was here at the last -- at

16   the last hearing, and one thing that they have said is, that

17   we're required, as a part of our settlement with the

18   Department of Justice, to move the polling places.

19             We're not seeking to make it more difficult for

20   people to vote or anything like that.

21             MS. AUMENT:  It's what's happening, though.

22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  It's -- it's being required

23   to move out of inaccessible --

24             MS. AUMENT:  I know.  But you're requiring people
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 1   to walk up G Street, that is one of my highest drug areas,

 2   or walk up F Street past a bunch of young guys with guns and

 3   drug areas.

 4             I did say at the last meeting that it's unsafe for

 5   people who don't go out of their comfort zone, as you would

 6   call it.

 7             I don't know what else to tell you except that I

 8   think you made a fatal error for the voting rights of

 9   everybody but the handicapped.  And I'm not against the

10   handicapped.

11             I don't want it to come out that I'm thinking, oh,

12   the handicapped don't count.  They do count.  And we made

13   provisions for them.  But we're not making any provisions

14   for the people who cannot get that absentee ballot or -- so

15   we're really disenfranchising more people than we're

16   helping.

17             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

18             MS. AUMENT:  And that's a sad thing.

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you very much.

20             MR. VOIGT:  Thank you.

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. Ferris, I have one

22   follow-up question.  What are our standards for posting in a

23   neighborhood where a polling place is to be moved?

24             MR. FERRIS:  She's referring to the hearing signs,
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 1   I believe.

 2             The hearing signs were posted at the old location

 3   and the new location and usually three or four somewhere

 4   within the division.

 5             We don't have the manpower to post every single

 6   street in the division.

 7             After the changes have been made and they have

 8   been approved, we also do the seam thing.  We go out the

 9   week before the election, post signs at the old place, the

10   new place and within the division.  We also ask the

11   committee people and the ward leaders to help us.  We give

12   them extra signs.  They have time -- usually the ward leader

13   will have the committee people do a letter, in most cases,

14   to everyone in the division, which helps us out a lot



15   because, as you know, when we post the signs, we can't do it

16   Election Morning, so we do it, you know, the week before.

17   And a lot of times they get torn down or if it rains and

18   stormy, most of them are missing.  So we -- but we do make

19   our best effort.

20             If someone does call and complain, we try to get

21   someone else out there.  But, you know, our resources are

22   limited to that.

23             And it's also on the Web site.  It's also in the

24   newspaper.
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 1             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

 2             MR. FERRIS:  You're welcome.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Any more questions or

 4   comments?

 5             MR. VOIGT:  Next.

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Oh, I guess we have a list.

 7             MR. IRVING:  Yes.  John Morley, Junior.

 8             MR. VOIGT:  Yes, sir.  State your name for the

 9   record, please.

10             MR. MORLEY:  John H. Morley, Junior, M-O-R-L-E-Y.

11             MR. VOIGT:  Yes, sir.

12             MR. MORLEY:  Good morning, Commissioners; I'm

13   grateful for this opportunity.  I'm a candidate for state

14   senate, I've been challenged legally and had to defend my

15   nominating petition.

16             There are four issues that I would like to bring

17   to your attention.

18             I, personally, reviewed at least 800 of the

19   signatures on my petition.

20             I found four people that your voter registration

21   records indicated is deceased.  I say under oath to you now,

22   that those people are alive and they signed my petition.

23             I checked again this morning, four of those people

24   have had their voter records changed.
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 1             But I would -- I want to point out, that if -- if

 2   your office believes someone's passed, you're not sending

 3   them notices to reaffirm their voter registration.

 4             So, I would like to identify these people by name

 5   and address, please.  Okay.

 6             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Please.

 7             MR. MORLEY:  Florence Bernard, 2513 South Clarion,

 8   Nathan Hamilton.  If I'm speaking to fast I'd be happy to

 9   slow down.  Nathan Hamilton, 2545 South Watts, Carmella

10   Cappella, 1319 Tasker Street, Richard Galso, 2230 South 13th

11   Street.

12             I did prehearing, knock on all four of these

13   doors, and I did speak, again, to two of these people.

14             I did speak to Florence Bernard, and I did speak

15   to Carmella Cappella.

16             Carmello actually attended my court hearing.

17             If you would please take action to correct this.

18             The second issue --

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Before you go on.  Thank you



20   for that information, and we will follow up and correct --

21   investigate and correct it as appropriate.  And thank you

22   very much for bringing it to our attention.

23             MR. MORLEY:  You're welcome.  Thank you,

24   Commissioner.
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 1             The next issue, there were several people

 2   mentioned that signed my nominating petition, but their

 3   voter registrations have been, "cancelled".

 4             I would like to ask you Commissioners just to make

 5   sure that whatever process or standard we're in, you cancel

 6   those voter registrations, that you make sure that, that

 7   effort is pursuant to the statute and corrected.

 8             In my opinion, when I knocked on these voters

 9   doors and they signed my nominating petition, they

10   re-engaged in the electoral process.

11             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you, again, for that.

12             And it would be helpful if you could send us,

13   after this meeting if need be, a few names and addresses of

14   people in that category.

15             MR. MORLEY:  Very good.

16             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

17             MR. MORLEY:  I would be happy to.  Thank you.

18             Third issue I'd like to talk to you about, many

19   voters signed my petition, but are registered in the

20   district at another address.  I don't mean to talk Case Law,

21   but in this case, and I do not want the Commission -- my

22   request ultimately is, that the Commissioners disregard Case

23   Law and form an opinion.  Here I would like you to make a

24   public opinion.
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 1             Some Case Law says that these electors have lost

 2   their franchise rights by signing a petition but actually

 3   being registered at another address.

 4             I'd like to point out to the Commissioners, if

 5   those people have lost their franchise rights to sign a

 6   nominating petition, they have lost their franchise rights

 7   to vote.  It makes recent past election results suspect if

 8   this information gets public, it would cause every losing

 9   candidate to challenge legally every future election.

10             I'm asking the Commissioners to take a position on

11   behalf of the voter and say they maintain their franchise

12   rights if they're registered at a different address.

13             Those numbers totaled in the dozens.

14             I have not yet counted them, forgive me for that,

15   I haven't had the time, but they were dozens.

16             I only had 1,266 signed lines on my petition.

17             This means citywide, there's tens of thousands of

18   people that are voting, and at an address that is not what

19   they've listed on the voter registration.

20             The -- the last --

21             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Actually, if I may respond to

22   that as well.

23             MR. MORLEY:  Yes.

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  For an issue like that which
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 1   has been settled in Case Law, the only recourse, really, is

 2   to get a change in the State Law; is that correct, Mr.

 3   Voigt?

 4             MR. VOIGT:  That is correct.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  So, that -- just so you know,

 6   it is not under the Commissions' control, it is an issue for

 7   your state representatives and state senators and --

 8             MR. MORLEY:  Right.  But, Commissioner, with all

 9   due respect, there is Federal Case Law that says those

10   people are not disenfranchised, Federal Case Law.

11             So, now --

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Then that's a matter for the

13   courts.

14             MR. MORLEY:  Right.

15             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Our job here is to follow the

16   law and what the courts tell us, and, also, to make sure

17   that people are not needlessly disenfranchised.

18             So, again, if you send us a couple of names, then

19   what we can do is work on our own internal processes and on

20   our education outreach to make sure that people know what

21   address they're registered at and so on and so forth.

22             So, that is the role that we play.

23             MR. MORLEY:  Very good.

24             And, Commissioner -- and thank you for saying
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 1   that, because I do understand that your role is to enforce

 2   our laws.  Thank you.

 3             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Actually, it's not to enforce.

 4   Our role is to obey the laws as it pertains to administering

 5   elections, and, also, to encourage the people in

 6   Philadelphia to vote.

 7             So, we actually cannot enforce laws.  That's for

 8   the DA or the attorney general, whatever the appropriate

 9   enforcing body is.

10             Thank you.

11             MR. MORLEY:  All right.  Thank you for pointing

12   out that distinction.

13             Lastly, and I want to preference this fourth

14   issue, I had to work with many members of the Commissioners'

15   Office to defend, begin defense of my nominating petition.

16   And in most part, everyone was very professional and it was

17   a pleasure working with them.

18             I have to point out one individual who's

19   superlative, Garret Ditz, is a superstar.  He is a superstar

20   in any business or anywhere in government.  And I just

21   wanted to point that out.

22             One small complaint.  Some of your people would

23   argue Case Law with me as we were looking at voter

24   signatures.
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 1             And I, personally, think that it is inappropriate

 2   for them to be doing that at that time.  And I just would

 3   ask that you could ask them not to.

 4             Thank you, Commissioners, for this opportunity.



 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you very much.

 6             MR. MORLEY:  And is there any questions that you

 7   would like to ask me?

 8             MR. VOIGT:  No.

 9             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  No.

10             MR. MORLEY:  Thank you.

11             MR. VOIGT:  Next, Joe?  Who else signed in?

12             MR. LYNCH:  Joe DeFelice.

13             MR. DeFELICE:  I have a quick question.  I have a

14   registration here, with respect -- I'm interested in --

15   respect to voting.  I just want a clarification on

16   something.  In order to vote you do need a physical address;

17   correct, even though there's that box on the voter

18   registration form that -- that little map on the side?

19             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Really, what you -- if you

20   have -- I know of one case where you do not.

21             If a person is homeless, than the person may

22   register at an address where they can receive mail.

23             MR. DeFELICE:  Can receive mail, okay.

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Yes.
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 1             MR. VOIGT:  That's pursuant to a settlement of

 2   litigation.  That particular issue --

 3             MR. DeFELICE:  Okay.

 4             MR. VOIGT:  -- was a subject of federal

 5   litigation.

 6             MR. DeFELICE:  Okay.  Well, since we're on that

 7   topic, I want to bring your attention to a voter named

 8   Daniel Weber at 4543 North 11th Street.  I would just like

 9   to -- if the Commission could look into this.

10             And just a brief background on Daniel Weber.  He's

11   an older gentleman in his 80s, he seems to vote regularly

12   via absentee ballot.

13             The address listed is, like I said, it's 4543

14   North 11th, according to my records.  It might be different

15   in the SURE System.

16             But if you're familiar with 4543 North 11th

17   Street, if you're coming up Roosevelt Boulevard, you make a

18   right on North 11th Street, right side --

19             MR. VOIGT:  Isn't that Logan?

20             MR. DeFELICE:  It is Logan.

21             MR. VOIGT:  Well, as you know, Mr. DeFelice, Logan

22   has a history where people have registered and, who, in

23   fact, live in Logan and who now -- and have moved.

24             In fact, you raised that issue --
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 1             MR. DeFELICE:  I did.

 2             MR. VOIGT:  -- with regard to a specific

 3   individual who is voting by absentee through Tel Aviv,

 4   because that person had, in fact, lived there.

 5             And as you know, Federal Law permits that person,

 6   once they've established that residence, to vote by absentee

 7   forever.

 8             MR. DeFELICE:  But my further follow up on that

 9   question is, where he can receive his mail?



10             MR. VOIGT:  Whether that person -- no.  No.

11             That person --

12             MR. DeFELICE:  Fred, can you let me finish up?

13             MR. VOIGT:  -- can no longer receive mail at that

14   Logan address.

15             MR. DeFELICE:  Are you going back to the old ways

16   of doing things?

17             MR. VOIGT:  Excuse me.  We'll look into it.

18             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Excuse me.  Mr. DeFelice --

19             MR. DeFELICE:  I mean --

20             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Please continue, Mr. DeFelice.

21             MR. DeFELICE:  -- you can receive mail, right.

22   And if you go to Logan, Fred, where there is no house --

23             MR. VOIGT:  No, sir.  As you know from that

24   particular case, whether they can still receive mail or not
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 1   is not the issue.  The fact that they are registered from

 2   that address, they are now a foreign registrant, and they

 3   are voting absentee.  And under Federal Law they can

 4   continue to do that --

 5             MR. DeFELICE:  And I just --

 6             MR. VOIGT:  -- even though they can't receive mail

 7   at that Logan address.

 8             That is an issue that you raised before, and I

 9   thought that we addressed it.

10             It may be that this person, if they're in Logan,

11   might fall under that same category or it may not be.

12             As always, we will be happy to look into this

13   specific individual.

14             MR. DeFELICE:  Is it possible to look into all the

15   people registered in Logan?  There's other people, I don't

16   know their names off the top of my head.

17             MR. VOIGT:  If you give us a name, we'll be happy

18   to look into it.  We can't look at random --

19             MR. DeFELICE:  Well, Commissioner Singer just

20   said, though, was about the place where they receive mail.

21   That just conflicted with what you said.

22             MR. VOIGT:  No.  No.

23             MR. DeFELICE:  I just want to be sure.

24             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. DeFelice, what I told you
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 1   was for homeless people who are registered.  That is for

 2   homeless people who are registered.  And what Mr. Voigt is

 3   addressing is the issue of people who are American citizens

 4   living abroad who may have been living abroad since that

 5   address -- that address -- the idea is that, that address

 6   was valid when they moved abroad and they were living there.

 7             The fact that, that address no longer exists, in

 8   the case of an American living abroad, is not an

 9   irregularity.

10             MR. VOIGT:  You can't cancel them.  You can't

11   cancel them, Joe.  You know that because you raised it

12   before and we addressed it.

13             You bought us pictures of the plot, and we

14   explored that.



15             And, in fact, described it for you and answered

16   your question as to the law.

17             Now, whether this person falls into that category,

18   I don't know.

19             MR. DeFELICE:  And that's what I'm asking.

20             MR. VOIGT:  I don't know.

21             MR. DeFELICE:  Can we look into --

22             MR. VOIGT:  And as I said, Joe, we'll be happy to

23   look into it.

24             MR. DeFELICE:  Now, is that only in situations
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 1   where they move abroad, or is it any absentee?

 2             MR. VOIGT:  We're going to look at this specific

 3   individual, Joe.  That's what we'll do.

 4             MR. DeFELICE:  Say he didn't move abroad --

 5             MR. VOIGT:  I have no idea.

 6             MR. DeFELICE:  -- hypothetically.  I'm asking a

 7   question.

 8             MR. VOIGT:  I don't know.

 9             MR. DeFELICE:  Say Mr. Weber didn't move abroad

10   and he moved to New Jersey --

11             MR. VOIGT:  Excuse me.  Excuse me, Joe.  I simply

12   said, this may fall into that category of the issue that you

13   raised before.  It may not.  We'll be happy to look into it.

14             MR. DeFELICE:  And my question, my follow up was,

15   what if it does not?

16             MR. VOIGT:  I don't know what if.  I don't know,

17   Joe.

18             MR. DeFELICE:  Well, that's what I'm asking.

19             MR. VOIGT:  We're going to find out.  We'll find

20   out and let you know.

21             MR. DeFELICE:  That was the question.

22             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Mr. DeFelice, thank you for

23   the question, and we will find an answer for you.

24             Also, as always, I encourage you to exercise your
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 1   right to tell us things in the open meeting.  But, also, if

 2   you want to send us lists, you know, we are -- we're open to

 3   communication outside of this forum as well.

 4             MR. DeFELICE:  No problem.  Thank you.

 5             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you.

 6             MR. VOIGT:  Anyone else?

 7             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Any other --

 8             MR. LYNCH:  No.  That's it.

 9             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  -- questions from the public?

10                       (Whereupon, there was no

11                       response.)

12             MADAME CHAIRWOMAN:  Thank you very much.

13             We will be having an executive session to discuss

14   personnel matters after this meeting -- I'm sorry, we will

15   not be having an executive session after this meeting.  And

16   this meeting is adjourned until next week, 11:00, Wednesday,

17   same place.

18             Thank you very much.

19                       (Whereupon, the proceeding was



20                       adjourned at approximately 11:40

21                       a.m.)

22   

23   

24   
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